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1. Rotary Foundation Seminar (8/25/07), in Honolulu. Four club members 
attended: President, Rotary Foundation Co-chairs, & Membership Chair.  

2. UH Hilo International Student Association (ISA) Reception (9/7/07). This 
event welcoming new international students to UH Hilo, was sponsored 
by our club ($200). Attended by 6 members and 1 spouse.  ISA promotes 
cultural awareness and world understanding. Photo printed in the paper.  

3. Intensive English Program at Hawai`i Community College (9/18/07 and 
11/6/07). Each year, Hilo Bay Rotarians meet with international students 
enrolled in the Intensive English Program (IEP) at Hawaii Community 
College. The two sessions in Fall 2007 were attended by 10 Rotarians and 
5 Rotarians respectively (actually 12 different people). When these 
students first enroll in the IEP, they can barely speak English, and often 
carry an electronic dictionary. Typically, they stay for 1-2 years and then 
return to their home country, able to speak (and write) English fluently. 
Most of these IEP students are from Japan or Okinawa, though some are 
from Taiwan or Singapore. This past year, students from Italy and 
Austria were enrolled. The Intensive English meetings take the form of  
"icebreakers" or conversational interviews. During the "icebreaker", 
students and Rotarians move quickly around the room identifying other 
individuals who have done something special, such as travelling to 10 
different countries or speaking two foreign languages, and then fill out a 
chart of these activities with the names listed under each activity. The 
interviews take place between a Rotarian and 2-4 students (depending on 
the number of Rotarians available). At these sessions, Rotarians and 
students share information about who they are, what goals they have in 
their lives, and what their hobbies or favorite leisure activities are. 
Sometimes, the interview is free-form, and sometimes, areas for 
discussion are specified. After 15 minutes, the Rotarian moves to another 
table and converses with a different group of IEP students.  

4. Shelter Boxes. Two shelter boxes were purchased from Club Foundation 
funds ($1,800); one was sent to Nepal after a devastating earthquake last 
fall; the other was sent to Uganda to help displaced victims of a civil war.  

5. Group Study Exchange Visit to Denmark (Oct.-Nov. 2007), was led by 
our club Membership Chair and 2004-05 President Karolyn Lundkvist. 
Four club members will host Danish GSE team members when they visit 
the Big Island (May 19-21), which will include a visit to `Imiloa Center. 

6. Matching Grant #64612, a partner project led by Mililani Sunrise Club, 
approved 1/8/08. This is a project to install 27 water wells in the Quezon 
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area of The Philippines. We donated $609 in club funds and used $1,217 
(50%) of our matching grant allocation toward this clean water project.  

7. Matching Grant #65434, a partner project led by the South Hilo Club, 
approved 3/13/08. This is a literacy project to establish a school library in 
Lampang, Thailand. We donated $609 in club funds and used $1,217 
(50%) of our matching grant allocation toward this literacy project. Also, 
Ruth Larkin (Int’l Service Chair) was trained to teach ESL in Thailand.  

8. UH Hilo International Nights (2/15-2/16/08). This event features cultures 
from all over the world, coming together in peace to sing/dance. Our club 
gave $250 for refreshments, and a photo was published in the newspaper. 

9. Eyes of The Philippines - School for the Blind (3/12/08), was established 
by headmaster Dr. Ron Wagner-Wright, who works with blind and 
homeless children in Muntinlupa City in southern Manila. Dr. Wagner-
Wright (with his seeing-eye dog, Spencer McGarrett, that goes 
everywhere with him) gave a presentation at the Hilo Bay Club's March 
12 meeting, and the club donated $500 to the school. Dr. Ron was vision-
impaired from birth by a defective gene and went totally blind several 
years ago. Eyes of the Philippines provides education, vocational training, 
independent living skills, and moral training to blind and homeless 
children. Of the children in The Philippines, 95.2% receive little or no 
appropriate education. Dr. Ron wants to give blind children the same 
opportunities as sighted ones. He has many new tools to provide aid at the 
school (for example, a Braille compass and a talking Braille computer 
without a screen). Dr. Wagner-Wright has recently been given land by 
the church’s community foundation to build a new school. “This is the 
only school for the blind headed by a blind person. The students will 
receive training from about 35 sighted teachers who possess good 
blindness skills and believe in the abilities of blind people.” In addition to 
core courses in language, math, science, art, music, accounting, 
economics, and social sciences, the curriculum will consist of specialty 
courses for the blind students. “These include the history of Braille, 
independent mobility skills, cane travel, street navigation, domestic skills, 
and Braille I and II reading and writing,” he says. “These courses build a 
foundation for literacy and independence.”  

10. Rotary Foundation Gala (4/12/08). Four members attended this event. 
11. Ambassador Scholarship (4/15/08). Sponsoring candidate Corey Johnson. 
12. PeaceTrees Vietnam (April 2008). This group sponsors the clearance of 

landmines in Quang Tri, and citizen diplomacy trips to replant trees and 
reverse the legacy of war. Club plans to donate and participate on a trip. 

13. Sister Club Visit to Hilo (6/22/08). Our sister club in Higashi-Hiroshima, 
Japan, will be sending 20 delegates to Hawai`i, as we host our club’s 20th 
anniversary celebration, and the installation of our 2008-2009 President.  

 
For other photos, link to http://hubble.uhh.hawaii.edu/hilobayrotary/Photos/ 


