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Journey Through the Universe (2/4/08 – 2/8/08): A full-week of cosmic exploration, 
“star-studded” space and science education returned to Hilo February 4-8, 2008, as 
the fourth annual “Journey through the Universe” program engaged an entire 
community of students, teachers and parents in a whirlwind of activities. The 
Journey program is a NASA-funded educational initiative developed by the 
National Center for Space, Earth, and Flight Sciences Education. Using the exciting 
fields of human space flight, and the Earth and space sciences, Journey through the 
Universe engages communities in sustained science, math, and technology education. 
The program takes entire communities - students, teachers, and families - to the 
frontier. Journey through the Universe is a celebration of human exploration, how 
we have come to know what we know about the Universe, and the joys of learning. 
Hilo, Hawai`i is currently one of 10 communities around the nation that are 
designated Journey through the Universe sites. Hilo has on more than one occasion 
been referred to as the best Journey program in the nation, a model for all other 
Journey initatives, and is a very successful partnership of scientists, educators, 
business and community leaders. The primary sponsors include the Hawai`i 
Department of Education Hilo/Waiakaea/Laupahoehoe District, Gemini 
Observatory, the Joint Astronomy Centre, and `Imiloa Astronomy Center of 
Hawai`i.  2008 marked the second year that local astronomers led classes during 
Journey Week. A total of 42 astronomers and astronomy educators (including Club 
President Richard Crowe), representing almost every observatory on Mauna Kea, 
took part in the education team.  During the week of February 4-8, the team taught 
about 7,400 K-12 students while visiting over 300 classrooms at 17 schools in the 
Waiakea/Hilo/Laupahoehoe School Complex. The combination of Master Teacher 
and Teacher Workshops, Family Science Nights and classroom participation from 
both local and national astronomers demonstrated a well-executed program which 
delivered science and astronomy education to thousands. Journey Through the 
Universe is not nationally funded after the second year. The program is now in a 
phase that requires community support and volunteer time. There are many direct 
costs associated with Journey that need to be covered, including  materials for the 
Master Teacher Workshop and the Teacher Educator Workshops, gifts and leis for 
all the participating scientists, printing of posters, banners, flyers, handouts, 
stipends for the three national astronomers, and also for facility rentals.  But the 
community, and especially children, are educational beneficiaries of this program. 
Dave DeLuz Jr., who was one of the four Hilo Bay Rotarian Ambassadors that 
helped transport scientists around to the schools during Journey Week, commented 
that the Journey program introduces teacher-supported applied science into the 
school system, and is significantly improving K-12 astronomy and science 
curriculum. And being a Journey ambassador is a fulfilling experience! The club 
donated $500 toward the program at the November 7 meeting. The photo (below 
right) shows Hilo Bay Rotary Club President and co-team leader Richard Crowe 
demonstrating angular momentum to students at Hilo Union School, on February 8.  
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1. Kea`au Girls Soccer Team Donation (11/28/07). The Rotary Club of Hilo 

Bay presented $1,000 worth of shoes, socks, and shin guards to the Kea‘au 
Girls Soccer Team 11/28. President Richard Crowe and Trevor Rodrigues 
presented equipment (above left) to the team at a game with Kamehameha. 
Funds for the equipment came from donations by club members during a 
campaign led by Dr. Rodrigues, who is an avid supporter of the girls’ team. 

2. Journey Through the Universe (2/4/08 - 2/8/08).  See the previous page. 
3. Hawaii Rotary Youth Foundation Scholarship Interviews (2/13 – 2/14/08).  

5 members of the Hilo Bay Club interviewed 5 high-school students (from 
Kamehameha Schools and St. Joseph High School) who applied for HRYF 
Scholarships. The committee nominated 4 of them for District competition. 

4. Big Island RYLA Camp (2/29/08 – 3/2/08), at Kilaue`a Military Camp in 
Volcano. Hilo Bay sponsored 5 high-school students, 3 of them from the 
Waiakea Interact Club. Friday night (2/29), Richard Crowe used his 15-
milliwatt green laser pointer to illustrate constellations and outline three of 
the four starlines of Polynesian navigation, then later gave a Power-Point 
astronomy lecture about the scale/size of the Universe to participants. On 
Saturday, the Hilo Bay Rotary Club provided lunch, made at the Sky 
Garden Restaurant in `Imiloa Astronomy Center, to 43 students and 20 
adults. 4 Hilo Bay club members attended the RYLA Camp activities on 
Saturday, which began in the morning with the removal of huge thickets of 
wild Kahili ginger from the area around Cooper Center in Volcano Village. 

5. Hawaii Rotary Youth Foundation (4/5/08). Spring campaign begun. Those 
members who give $50+ to HRYF can participate in a drawing for a mirror 
framed by Richard Cunningham. We expect to fundraise $100 per capita. 

6. Club Meeting at Ke Ana La`ahana Charter School  (4/16/08). Club will 
hold a breakfast meeting with the Nahoahoa Interact Club at Ke Ana 
La`ahana School, a club we sponsored and chartered on March 22, 2006.  

7. Rotaract Report (9/5/07 and 4/30/08).  East Hawai`i Rotaract Club 
members attended a meeting last September to report on upcoming 
activities in 2007-2008. A follow-up report on the year’s activities is 
scheduled for April 30, which will feature a talk, by District 5000 New 
Generations Chair Claude Thompson, on the subject of Youth Exchange. 
The East Hawai`i Rotaract Club, based at UH Hilo, was co-sponsored by 
the Hilo Bay, South Hilo, & Volcano clubs, and chartered March 22, 2006. 

 
For other photos, link to http://hubble.uhh.hawaii.edu/hilobayrotary/Photos/ 


