
Rotary on  
KPUA’s Community Forum        May 29, 9:30 a.m. 
  
(A) What is Rotary? 
 

·  Rotary is a non-profit organization, a 501(c)(4), founded in Chicago by 
lawyer Paul Harris on Feb. 23, 1905. Originally, there were 4 members. The 

word “Rotary” conveyed the original plan of the members to meet “in rotation” at their 
various places of business. 
 
·  Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians are now members of 32,000 clubs in more than 
200 countries and geographic areas. In Hawai‘i, there are 43 clubs, with approximately 
2,200 members. The Big Island has 7 clubs: 4 clubs in East Hawai`i , 3 in West Hawai`i. 

 
·  Rotary Club members are business and professional leaders who volunteer in their 
communities, provide humanitarian service, and who help promote peace and 
understanding throughout the world. 

 
·  Rotary Foundation, begun in 1917, provides US $100 million a year toward 
humanitarian grants, educational programs, and Polio Plus. 

 
·  Polio Plus is Rotary’s flagship program. Rotarians have contributed over US $600 
million to immunize two billion children against polio from 1985 to the present. Polio has 
been eradicated in 210 countries and geographical regions. 

  
·  4 areas of emphasis by Rotary International: water management, literacy, health and 
hunger, and family of Rotary. 
 

Rotary International President in 2007-08 – Wilfrid Wilkinson  
District 5000 (Hawai`i) 
 District Governor  – George Fontaine 
 Assistant District Governor for East Hawai`i – Albert Jeyte  (telephone 896-5769) 
 Rotary Club of Hilo  – Gay Porter, President – rep. by Helen Hemmes 
 Rotary Club of South Hilo – Jack Stevenson, President 
 Rotary Club of Hilo Bay – Richard Crowe, President 
 Rotary Club of Volcano – Don Hughes, President – rep. by Marie Alvarenga 
 
May =  District Conference Month 
 

(B) Community Service Projects: 
 
Rotarians at Work Day: On April 29, 2006, District 5340 held the first “Rotarians at Work 
Day” when each of the 60 clubs in the District came forward and identified one or more 
projects that they performed. For 2008, April 26  was “Rotarians at Work Day” and District 
5000 was part of it. Remember that every club in our District did a significant Centennial 
Project. We have been doing “Rotary Gives Thanks” in November each year and again we 
took part in a world-wide day of Service Above Self.  This year, East Hawai`i Rotary clubs 
joined forces to renovate the firefighters’ dormitories at the Hilo Fire Station. The facilities 
received a new paint job, new faucets, air conditioners, light fixtures, and carpeting, with the 
contributions and labor of over 50 East Hawai`i Rotarians. The project took place over the 
last three Saturdays in April, finishing on April 26. Over $7,000 was spent on refurbishment. 



(C) International Service Projects: 
 
Polio Plus: Polio Plus is Rotary’s flagship program. Rotarians have contributed over US 
$600 million to immunize two billion children against polio from 1985 to the present. Polio 
has been eradicated in 210 countries and geographical regions. It has nearly been eradicated 
in four other countries - where it remains endemic: Nigeria, India, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
A total of 453 new cases are reported in 2008 (432 in endemic, 416 just in India and Nigeria). 
In the year 2007, by May 20, there were 171 new cases reported; a net increase of ~ 265% ! 
  

(D) District Conference May 23-26, 2008 at Wailea, Maui: 

 
Our 2008 District Conference included a visit by the Group 
Study Exchange (GSE) Team from Denmark (District 1470), 
shown left at `Imiloa Center. They were in East Hawai`i from 
May 19-23, and toured `Imiloa, Maunakea, Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park, Volcano Winery, the Pacific Tsunami Museum, 
and the Lundkvist Palm Garden. From left to right, they are 
team leader and industrial designer Henrik Mikkelsen, 
economist Mikkel Loft, futurist and innovation consultant 
Stephan Skare Nielsen,  nutritionist/clinical dietician Louise 
Enevoldsen, and pension/savings adviser Sabrina Jakobsen. 
 
 

Club Recognition: District Governors’ Citation  
To qualify for the District Governor’s Citation each club completed one goal (in addition to those 
labeled required) in each area of emphasis by March 31, 2008. 30/43 clubs qualified for this citation. 
  

 Membership  
  

.. The club president must have sponsored a 
new member between July 1, 2007 and 
March 31, 2008 (required). 
.. The club must increase membership by 
25% gross, or 10% net. 
.. Implement a strategic retention plan in 
your club. 

 Service Projects  
 
.. Complete one World Community Service project or 
partner with another club to complete a project. 
(required) 
.. Complete one Community Service project 
addressing water, health, hunger, poverty and/or 
homelessness in your community. (required) 

 Family of Rotary  
 
.. Host one multi-club social event (non-
fundraiser) between July 1, 2007 and March 
31, 2008. (required) 
.. Recognize birthdays and anniversaries of 
each club member throughout the year. 
.. Host a club “Family Day” inviting 
spouses/partners and children of club 
members to the event. 

 New Generations  
  
.. Have at least one member participate in a 
RYLA camp next year. 
.. Invite a member of the District New Generations 
team to speak to your club. 
.. Sponsor or host a Rotary Youth Exchange 
Student. 
.. Donate $100 per capita to Hawaii Rotary 
Youth Foundation. 

 The Rotary Foundation  
 
.. Exceed the annual giving per capita goal 
set by your Rotary Club. 
.. Invite a RI Foundation Alumni member to 
speak to your club. 
.. Have at least one club member participate 

 Vocational Service  
 
.. Honor at least one outstanding non- 
Rotarian professional in the field of health, public 
safety or human concerns in your community. 
.. Conduct at least one vocational visit to a 
club members’ place of business. 



in a Foundation seminar next year. District 5000 Rotarians contributed $450,449 to the  
Annual Programs Fund, and $541,848 altogether. 

 Literacy  
 
.. Participate in the Hawaii Rotary Dictionary 
Project or provide dictionaries to school 
children at the grade school level in your 
local school. (required) 

 
All 43 clubs in the state received this literacy 
citation. District 5000 achieved a new Zone record 
by carrying out 430 literacy projects during the 
2007-08 year (10 literacy projects by each club). 

 
(E) Rotary International Convention June 15-18, 2008 in L.A.: 

Los Angeles, California, from 15-18 June 2008, will be home to the 99th annual RI 
Convention, titled “See the Stars!” Home to the stars of the small and big screens, Los 
Angeles will also be a city of Rotary stars, as it welcomes thousands of Rotarians from all 
parts of the world. A Rotary convention is an event like no other — a time to connect with 
Rotarians you wouldn’t ordinarily have a chance to meet. Attending an international  
convention helps one to understand the international scope of Rotary — and what can be 
accomplished through it. The convention offers a host of resources for international service 
and fellowship: inspiring plenary speakers, informative workshops, the Club and District 
Projects Exhibition, the House of Friendship, and so much more. As the movie capital of the 
world and a center for shopping and international cuisine, Los Angeles offers much to see 
and do outside the convention venue as well. And the Host Organization Committee 
promises to keep convention goers highly entertained with events at the Hollywood Bowl, 
Nokia Theatre, and more. Every Rotarian should experience at least one Rotary convention.  

(F) General Information:  
 
Membership is by invitation only. 
Rotary Club of South Hilo meets Tuesday 11:45 a.m. at the Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 
Rotary Club of Hilo Bay meets Wednesday 6:45 a.m. at the Naniloa Volcanoes Resort 
Rotary Club of Volcano meets Thursday 6:45 a.m. at Volcano House Restaurant  
Rotary Club of Hilo meets Friday 11:45 a.m. at the Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 
 
Rotarians end their meetings with the 4-Way Test of the Things We Think, Say, or Do. 
Invented by Herbert Taylor in 1934 as a set of moral principles adopted to save a struggling 
business, the 4-Way Test will guide those who dare to use it for worthy objectives: choosing, 
winning, and keeping friends; getting along well with others; ensuring a happy home life; 
developing high ethical and moral standards; becoming successful in a chosen business or 
profession; and becoming a better citizen and better example for the next generation. 
Eloquently simple, stunning in its power, undeniable in its results, The Four-Way Test offers 
a fresh and positive vision in the midst of a world full of tension, confusion and uncertainty: 
 
(1) Is it the TRUTH?  
(2) Is it FAIR to all Concerned?  
(3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  
(4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
 
For more information:  http://www.rotary.org  

http://district5000.clubwizard.com 



Award Results - District Conference 2008   
   
 Club of the Year      

 Small Club:  Kihei Sunrise (6) 

 Medium Club:  South Hilo (6) 

 Large Club:  Kihei-Wailea (5) 
 TRF Annual Giving     

 Small Club:  Wailuku - $20,709 (1) 

 Medium Club:  Ala Moana - $18,151 (1) 

 Large Club:  Honolulu Sunset - $59,000 (1) 

 TRF Per Capita Giving     Diamond Head - $1,065 (1)  
 Attendance      

 Small Club:  Kihei Sunrise - 94% (1) 

 Medium Club:  South Hilo - 93% (1) 

 Large Club:  Hilo - 95% (1) 

 Membership Development    

 Small Club:  Kona Mauka (1) 

 Medium Club:  Pearl Harbor (1) 

 Large Club:  Kihei-Wailea (1) 

 Membership Increase     

 Small Club:  Hawaii Kai - 70% (1) 

 Medium Club:  South Hilo 16.7% (2) 

 Large Club:  Kihei-Wailea - 31.37% (2) 
 Community Service     

 Small Club:  Kihei Sunrise (2) 

 Medium Club:  Poipu Beach (1) 

 Large Club:  Honolulu Sunrise (1) 

 Club Service     

 Small Club:  Kihei Sunrise (3) 

 Medium Club:  Kapa'a (1) 

 Large Club:  Metropolitan Honolulu (1) 

 Vocational Service     

 Small Club:  Kihei Sunrise (4) 

 Medium Club:  South Hilo (3) 

 Large Club:  Metropolitan Honolulu (2) 

 International Service     

 Small Club:  
 Kalepa Sunrise (1) 
 
 Kihei Sunrise (5) 

 Medium Club:  South Hilo (4) 

 Large Club: 
 Honolulu Sunset (2) 
 
 Kihei-Wailea (3) 

 New Generations     

 Small Club:   Kona Mauka (2) 

 Medium Club:  South Hilo (5) 

 Large Club:  Kihei-Wailea (4) 

 Website    Kahului (1) 

 


